
 

SLE of the Week: A Christ the King student is a Life-Long Learner 

Ways to live out this week’s SLE: 
* show enthusiasm and curiosity for learning 

* demonstrate academic growth 
* produce and communicate quality work 

October 9, 2017 

Dear Fourth Grade Families, 
Last week was all about Portland! The week began with the walking tour of Portland hosted by Urban 

Tour Group. Students learned about the history of Portland by visiting The Multnomah Hotel, The US Bancorp 
Tower, Benson Bubblers, US National Bank, and The Benson Hotel to name a few. Upon our return to school, 
students had learned many facts and had exciting information to share. I hope you heard some of the history in 
our great city from your child. 

For the duration of the week, each student presented their Google Slide presentation about a specific site 
in Portland. Students did a wonderful job presenting information and teaching their classmates about sites such 
as The Portland Building, the Max, Pioneer Courthouse Square, the Streetcar, and PGE Park to name just a few. 
This was the first of many public speaking opportunities each student will experience this year. Speaking loud 
and slow so everyone is able to hear and understand is the key component we will be working on this year. 

Finally, the week concluded with each student beginning their bridge construction. This experience went 
really smoothly, and 25 fourth graders left that day with their two trusses complete. Bridges are being 
completed at home as we are focusing on writing an informational paragraph this week about the selected 
bridge. Your child will need some additional support at home this week in the writing and editing of his/her 
paragraph. Informational writing is challenging as students need to explain each fact they use in their own 
words, rather than just stating a series of facts about the bridge. This will be the final project that wraps up our 
Portland unit.  

This week we will conclude our Topic 3: Place Value in math. There will be a test on Thursday. As we 
continue moving forward in math, knowing multiplication and division math facts is critical. It is important 
students practice math facts for a short period of time each day. The consistency of each day is the most 
important part. During October, we will spend time practicing multiplication facts. There are a couple different 
ways students can practice, and there are links to all of these on Google Classroom in math: XtraMath computer 
program, flashcards or oral quizzing, or written worksheets. Any of these are acceptable; it is important students 
choose which method works best for their learning and daily schedule. If students choose flashcards or oral 
quizzing, there is a chart to print out to track how often and how long. If worksheets are best, students should 
turn these in each week. Thank you for your support. 

This is a short week. No early release on Wednesday, 3:10 dismissal,  12 Noon dismissal on Thursday 
with Extended Care until 4:00, and no school on Friday.  

Have a great week! Michelle Doran  
Curriculum Overview: 

Religion: Sacred Scripture: Old and New Testament  

Math: rounding numbers and problem solving using an organized list, Topic 3 test Thursday 

English Language Arts: novel study: The Lemonade War and informational paragraph about Portland bridge 

Spelling: long o spelled o_e, o, and oa 

Social Studies: Portland bridges  

Science: Changes over time in landforms and core samples 

 



 
 

Portland Walking Tour: 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 


